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Synopsis

These compelling stories and photographs take us to places like Bwindi Impenetrable National Park
in Uganda, Ivindo National Park in Gabon, and the TaA National Park in CA'te da ™lvoire for an
intimate and revealing look at the lives of African wild apes&#151;and at the lives of the humans
who study them. In tales of adventure, research, and conservation, veteran field researchers and
conservationists describe exciting discoveries made over the past few decades about chimpanzees,
bonobos, and gorillas. The book features vivid descriptions of interactions among these highly
intelligent creatures as they hunt, socialize, and play. More difficult themes emerge as well,
including the threats apes face from poaching, disease, and deforestation. In stories that are often
moving and highly personal, this book takes measure of how special the great apes are and
discusses positive conservation efforts, including ecotourism, that can help bring these magnificent

animals back from the brink of extinction.
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Customer Reviews

a ceGives a fresh insight into research and conservation efforts . . . vivid descriptions reveal how
chimpanzees, bonobos and gorillas hunt, socialize and play in their natural habitat, as well as the
threats they face from poaching, disease and deforestation.a « (Nature 2011-06-02)a celf you like to
think of chimps as wise, rational tool-users, gorillas as gentle giants, or bonobos as sexed-up hippie
apes, be prepared for a shock. Among African Apes, a collection of field diaries, is primatology

given the Tarantino treatment.a « (Rowan Hooper New Scientist 2011-06-04)a ceCompelling.a « (lan



Paulsen The Guardian / Birdbooker Report Blog 2011-06-12)a ceAwe and surprise come through
these stories of seasoned field scientists learning new things.a « (Nancy Bent Booklist
2011-07-01)a cellluminating collection of essays.a « (Foreword 2011-06-10)a ceAn excellent

introduction to the world of primates.a « (K. K. Golbeck Choice 2011-12-01)

&#147;Among African Apes is an exciting report fresh from the scientific frontlines&#151;a series of
personal, dramatic, and yet superbly informative accounts of the latest research. It also reminds us
that our nearest relatives, the African great apes, are threatened as never before with the prospect
of extinction.a «-Dale Peterson, author of Elephant Reflections and Eating Apes&#147;This
engaging and compelling book is an up-close-and-personal glimpse into the lives of wild
chimpanzees, bonobos, and gorillas. In these narratives, set in the lush, tangled forests of tropical
Africa, scientific observation meets adventure story as the lives of individual animals are intertwined
with the agonies and ecstasies of fieldwork.a «-Kelly Stewart, co-author of Gorilla Society and author
of Gorillas"Some of the most devoted primatologists offer a wonderful collection of first-hand
accounts and splendid photographs that make us feel like we’re beside them watching our relatives

in the forest."-Frans de Waal, author of Our Inner Ape and Chimpanzee Politics
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